
face and neck with a knife. Help was soon at hand and physicians summoned,
and strong hopes were entertained for a time that the wounds would not prove
fatal. All that medical and surgical skill could devise was brought to bear in
the case, but failed, and the doctor died about five p. m. His age was about
fifty years. Benson had evidently prepared the knife for the attack on the
doctor, as it was found to have been recently sharpened, and he had wound
cloth or paper around the handle, so that he could retain a firm hold of the
instrument of death."

—

We have received a copy of resolutions adopted by a committee of the
Abingdon Academy of Medicine on the death of Dr. John P. Mettauer, whose
name will be familiar to our oldest subscribers as a contributor to the Journal.
Dr. John P. Mettauer died at his residence at Worsham (the old court

house of Prince Edward County), Va., November 22, 1875, in the eighty-
eighth year of his age. He entered upon the practice of his profession when
about twenty-one years of age, and continued constantly at his post until, a
few days before his death, he was seized by the fatal attack of disease, all the
while enjoying a large and lucrative practice. During his long life of active
labor he won for himself at home and abroad an enviable reputation. By care-
ful study he was enabled to keep pace with the advances of science, with the
latest changes in which he was thoroughly familiar. He was highly respected
by his professional colleagues, as the accompanying resolutions will show : —

Resolved, That in the death of Dr. John P. Mettauer the medical faculty
has lost one of its most distinguished men, the country in which he resided an
able and safe practitioner, and the State one of its brightest ornaments in med-
ical science, and his family the honored and revered head.
Resolved, That the Abingdon Academy of Medicine will ever entertain the

most profound respect for the memory of Dr. Mettauer, for his high moral and
medical character, his great ability as a practitioner and writer, and for his
many virtues.
Resolved, That a copy of the preamble and resolutions be sent to the family

of Dr. Mettauer, and also to the editors of the Virginia MedicalMonthly, South-
ern Medical Record, and Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.

W. F. Barr,
F. D. Kernan,
J. S. Apperson, Committee.

LETTER FROM BALTIMORE.
Baltimore is situated on the river Patapsco, and at the same time is

washed by the waters of the Chesapeake Bay, which, reaching Locust Point
(where a narrower passage is formed by the proximity of the opposite shore,
Canton), makes a large «weep, extending right up into the heart of the busi-
ness portion of the city. This is called " the basin," and although filled with
steam and sail craft of all sizes and descriptions is shallow, dirty, filthy, muddy,
stinking, a bane and an eye-sore to all. For years plans and suggestions, with
contrivances of all kinds, from councilman, merchants, doctors, scientists, have
been proposed, some rejected, some tried ; but still this horrible nuisance exists
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and affords subject for discussion, but that is about all. Learned men say,
Beware lest some terrible scourge like Asiatic cholera or yellow fever, once
imported, be spread like wild-fire by the miasma arising from the basin, and
devastate our city. Others equally learned reply, The basin is the safety-valve
of public health, and we regard this water as the only means that would pre-
vent the ravages of such deadly diseases, should they once obtain a foot-hold
on our shores. As this point is more or less speculative, we will leave the
savants to fight it out on that line or hold it sub cur(e)-ia.
One fact, however, is preeminent : the basin is a nuisance of the first water,

and the foul, sickening stench on a hot day extends over the whole city, being
more perceptible in the stillness of the night, when the air thus breathed is of
a heavy, suffocative character. The plan of emptying large quantities of dead
oil into the basin was adopted and carried out by the board of health last year,
and answered the double purpose of destroying the stench and quantities of
alewives, as well as other fish, whose dead bodies could be seen floating on the
dark surface of the water. The experiment, for such the board of health in
their report issued in October, 1875, aflirm it to have been, was a success so

far as destroying the stench was concerned, as was testified to by thousands
who had suffered from it before. Our worthy and esteemed health commis-
sioner, Dr. James A. Stewart, was authorized by the mayor to expend the
amount suggested, $1000, in abating the trouble, dead oil having been decided
upon as cheapest and best after experimenting with all reputable disinfectants
at command. The purchase was made at once of four hundred barrels at $2
per barrel, and arrangements effected to empty the dead oil where the odor
was most offensive. The amount expended for hire of scows, labor, etc.,
amounted to about $50. This added to $150 paid for chemical analysis, ex-
periments, etc., makes a total of $1000. This was done in early summer

last year ; the influence of the dead oil continued throughout the season, modi-
fying, if not entirely destroying the foul odor, to such an extent that little or

no complaint had been heard from any quarter since that period up to the
date of publishing the report, which goes on to state that all this could only
be regarded as a justifiable temporary expedient, and should not deter the city
council from taking such measures as will, through proper engineering skill,
permanently rectify this crying evil.
The plan of directing the course of Gunpowder River through to the basin

and thus creating a current, supposing the cause of the evil to be stagnation,
is very good theoretically, but does not seem to be practicable, and at present
but little is said about it. Silence also reigns supreme about dredging, and so

we remain in statu quo, talking, writing, arguing, etc., and still the nuisance
exists. As regards the causes, there are as many and as different opinions as

there have been suggestions and articles about any other phase of what has
been elegantly styled by the Philadelphia Medical Times as our " Cloacina."
At a recent meeting of the committee on the harbor a plan was brought

before them, looking toward an improvement in the present condition of the
harbor and especially the basin. Prof. Wm. E. A. Aikeu was on invitation
present at this meeting of the committee, and laid before them the plan just
alluded to, which in his own mind would, if adopted, secure the desired re-
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suit of removing the noxious odor and vapors which are continually arising
from foul matter in the basin. Professor Aiken gave it as his opinion that
the refuse matter flowing from the sugar refineries (of which there are sev-
eral whose drainage empties into the basin) was to a great extent the cause of
all this foulness, and that the stagnant condition of the water must be modi-
fied in some way before the desired end could be attained. To remedy this
he proposes creating a continual flow of pure water through the basin, by
which means the decomposed animal and vegetable substances could be carried
out in the river below. This continual flow of water he proposes to obtain
from the Patapsco River by constructing a dike at Long Bridge, and in con-
nection with the dike a lock in the manner of a canal lock, which will keep in
head a constant supply of water, and at the same time will not cut off' river
navigation.
From this dike the plan is to lay four or five thirty-inch pipes through

which the water is to pass continually, thus creating the current desired. By
this means the water flowing from the head of the basin out into the harbor
and river below will carry with it all the filth of the basin and render the
water pure and the bottom clear. With this current, in the professor's opinion,
all surface drainage might be allowed to flow freely into the basin and would be
carried off like other matter. Surface drainage is, he believes, far more healthy
than underground drainage, and should be continued through the city if
possible.
Professor William P. Towry, the chemist at the Maryland Institute, then

came before the committee and presented to them his views upon the subject.
Professor Towry thought that fully one half the foul matter of the basin came
from the drainage of the sugar refineries ; on this point, it will be seen, both
gentlemen agree. This one cause alone Towry considers sufficient to create
the miasmatic vapors and gases which aid in discoloring the bottoms of vessels
and are so intolerable at all seasons of the year. The other half of the
filth is attributed by the professor to the refuse from sewerage and surface
drainage. The organic and acid elements in this refuse unite and generate
sulphureted hydrogen, which is the gas so offensive to the nostrils of our
citizens. This chemical process goes on at the bottom of the basin, and it
is Professor Towry's belief that the current of pure water to be created by
Professor Aiken's plan would not be sufficient to carry off the refuse at
the bottom and destroy the smell. Professor Towry further said that the only
practicable method to remove this offense would be to construct a general
receptacle for all sewerage, and by this means to carry it out into the river,
shutting off all organic matter from the basin.
The opinions of both professors were listened to with great interest by the

committee, who are doing all in their power to discover some plan by which
the basin nuisance can be abated. They will not be ready to report to the
city council for some weeks. G. II. B.
Baltimore, May 29, 1876.

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at SAN DIEGO (UCSD) on July 19, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



Erratum.
—

On page 675, eighth line from foot of paper, instead of Foster Hawkins
read J. Foster Jenkins.

Books and Pamphlets Received.
—

Micro-Photographs in Histology, Normal and
Pathological. By Carl Seiler, M. D., in conjunction with J. Gibbons Hunt, M. D., and
Joseph G. Richardson, M.D. Philadelphia: J. H. Coates & Co. 1876. Nos. 1 and 2.
Annual Report of St. Mary's Hospital, Quincy, 111.
International Exhibition of 1876. Hospital Medical Department, United States Army.

Pamphlets 1 to 6. (From Surgeon-General's Office.)
The following is the list of graduates from the Harvard Medical School at the annuaL-j

commencement, June 28, 1876, with the titles of their theses :
—

'—-
Fletcher Morton Abbot. Wrist and Foot Tourniquet, invented, made, and described by

the writer.
Read Letts Bell, A. M. Pessaries.
William Appleton Bell, A. B. Urinary Calculi.
Frederick Pfeiffer Biggs, M. D. Ventilation.
Edward Young Bogman, A. B. Torsion of Arteries.
Seranus Bowen. Psoriasis.
Charles William Brown. Salicylic Acid in Rheumatism.
Gonzalo Edward Buxton, M. D. The Powerful Influence of Mental Impressions in Rem-

edies.
Arthur Tracy Cabot, A. B. Erysipelas.1
George Peters Caldwell. Caries Tarsi.
William Reginald Chipman, A. B. Typhoid Fever.
Frederick Herbert Copeland, A. B. Curara.
Charles Kimball Cutter, A. B. Leucocythaemia.
William Henry Dale. Chronic Bright's Disease.
William McKay Deinstadt. Uterine Haemorrhage.
William John Gordon Fogg, A. B. Scarlatina.
George Townsend Fox, A. B. Cerebral Haemorrhage and Apoplexy.
Thomas Waterman Huntington, A. B. Gangrene of the Lungs.
William Leavitt Jackson. Typhoid Fever.
John Henry Kennealy. Hysteria.
Alexander Livingston. Epilepsy, Pathology and Treatment.
Enoch Quimby Marston. Gastric Cancer.
Manuel Masfbnoll. Inherited Syphilis.
Cornelius Joseph McCormick. Morbus Coxae.
Eugene John McGrath. Intestinal Obstruction.
Beverly McMonagle. Acute Dysentery.
Charles John Miller. Sedation and Excitation of Nervous System by Therapeutic

Agents.
Frederick Fiske Moore. The Treatment of Acute Rheumatism by Salicylic Acid.
Arthur Bennett Morong. Prevention of Scarlatina.
John David O'Connell. Diphtheria.
George Ellis Putney. Valvular Endocarditis.
Samuel Quincy Robinson, B. S. Guinea Worm.
Frank Elmer Tilden. .¿Etiology and History of Diphtheria.
George Horton Tilden, A. B. Cottage Hospitals.
William Adams Winn, A. B. Excision of Elbow-Joint.
1 For its acknowledged merit, mentioned by title in the programme of the Commence-

ment exercises.
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